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8 December 2020 
 
Dear Ms. Elgar 
 
Landlord’s register 
 
On 18 November, the Committee had its first consideration of petition 1778 on 
landlord registration. The petitioner contends that the landlords register is not 
fit for purpose. He argues that inspections of properties are rarely carried out, 
and that the “fit and proper person” test is, in his experience, a paper 
exercise. Overall, he contends that landlord registration is too much of a light 
touch process and may lead to inappropriate people becoming and remaining 
landlords.  
 
It is important to stress that the petitioner is an individual referring to his 
experiences in one council area, but Committee Members, representing 
different parts of Scotland, know from our constituency work that others share 
these views.   
 
The Committee notes that the Scottish Government, responding to the petition 
in March this year, disagreed that the system was not effective, whilst also 
emphasising that the registration process was a tool at local authorities’ 
disposal and that it was for them to make effective use of it.     
 
On 18 November, the Committee agreed that the petition raised concerns that 
were worthy of further exploration. As an initial step, we agreed to write to 
COSLA and the Scottish Association of Landlords for their views. We also 
agreed to write to the Scottish Government to press it further on its views that 
the system was essentially robust and that no review of it was needed.   
 
To assist our further consideration of the petition, it would be very helpful to 
have the SAL’s perspective on the use of the regulatory power, including— 
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• Whether the relevant legislation and guidance strikes an appropriate 
balance between the rights of individual landlords and the public 
interest in having a robust regulatory system for private landlords in 
which everyone, including responsible landlords, can have confidence. 
In this regard, we would particularly welcome your views on the 
appropriateness of the “fit and proper” test as currently drafted; 

• Whether your think councils have the resources they need, including 
access to relevant sources of information, to make informed judgments 
about admitting or excluding people from the register; 

• The SAL’s response to the petitioner’s view that visits by council 
officers to properties after the granting of landlord registration are rare; 

• Any other information you consider relevant.   
 
It would be very helpful if you could supplement your answer with whatever 
data tor other information the SAL may hold or have access to that might help 
the Committee come to an informed view on the merits of the petition.  
 
I’d very grateful for your response, if possible by January 20, in order to 
enable the Committee to revisit the petition early in the New Year. 
  
 
Yours Sincerely 

 
James Dornan 
Convener 
Local Government and Communities Committee 


